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								From urban excitement and outdoor adventures to delicious food and fascinating history, Illinois is an iconic destination with something for everyone. Scroll through the regions to explore the diversity of experiences in The Middle of Everything.
							

						

					 
					
				

			

		

        
	        
	        	
	        			
								
					                [image: ]
									
										[image: ]
									
									
									[image: ]
									
									
					            
								
						            
										
											
												An Iconic City with Nearby Adventures

											
											
												Chicago & Beyond

											
											
												Voted the best big city in the US, Chicago sets the scene with its iconic skyline and world-class museums, architecture, food and cultural scene. Discover the city's diverse neighborhoods or explore just beyond the city for picturesque outdoor escapes, family-friendly adventures and great shopping.
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												Presidential history meets classic Americana in Central Illinois. Visit the state capital, Springfield, and discover Abraham Lincoln's incredible legacy. Throughout the region, immerse yourself in museums, festivals and American-sized helpings of roadside nostalgia.
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												Get outdoors and explore! Whether you're looking for ziplining, golfing, hiking, biking, rock climbing, horseback riding or kayaking, you can find it here in Southern Illinois. Relax at wineries and enjoy the breathtaking scenery and vistas of Shawnee National Forest.
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                    70 state parks and recreation areas, 2,900 lakes, 7 scenic byways. When it comes to Illinois, there’s no shortage of outdoor adventure.
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                    Food & Beverage
                    Best Empanadas in Chicago at Cafe Tola

                    Nov 24, 2023

                    A blending of delicacies with colorful Mexican pizzazz and an adventurous menu of daily crafted homemade empanadas and wickedly-delicious coffees guaranteed to rock your world.
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                    Food & Beverage
                    Prairie Fruits Farm & Creamery

                    Oct 16, 2023

                    Do peaches go with fried green tomatoes? Find out at a creative Illinois farm dinner.
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                    Food & Beverage
                    Hewn Bakery

                    Oct 4, 2023

                    Using a species of wheat that hadn’t been sown in the Midwest since the early 20th Century, baker Ellen King crafts artisanal bread with old-fashioned techniques.
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                    Food & Beverage
                    Crown Brew Coffee Co

                    Oct 1, 2023

                    After spending years doing nonprofit work, Josh started his own community-minded business almost by accident. 
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                    Handmade Goods
                    Rock Island's Handcrafted Canoes

                    Sep 22, 2023

                    When Bruce and Sue Peterson relaunched one of America's most revered handcrafted canoe companies, they found the perfect spot in Rock Island, Illinois, along the banks of the Mississippi River.
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                    Art, Pottery & Jewelry
                    Buena Vista Art

                    Jun 20, 2023

                    Artist Greg Brummett makes jewelry and lamps that feel like they're from another time—and all of them "Crafted in Grafton."
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                        Plan your trip to one of the world's greatest cities, Chicago. Discover incredible food, architecture, attractions and cultural experiences. There's no city quite like it.
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                            ECO-FRIENDLY ROAD TRIPS
                        

                    
                    

                
                    
                        Illinois has over 1,200 public electric vehicle charging stations throughout the state which allow you to embark on unforgettable eco-friendly road trips, exploring scenic routes and hidden gems across the state.
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                         Tips, itineraries & inspiration

                    
                    
                        Enjoy Illinois Inspiration Guide

                    
                    
                         Find unexpected ways to enjoy Illinois in this biannual inspiration guide that explores every corner of the state. Each issue offers a mix of travel stories, stunning photography and timely trip ideas that'll help you make the most of each season.
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    Subscribe to Our Newsletter

    Get inspired by top travel stories, gain access to exclusive promotions and contests, and discover even more reasons to #EnjoyIllinois.
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